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 President’s Corner 
Dale Ann Dorsey, AZNPC President 

AZNPCPresident@gmail.com 
 

Greetings to All and Happy 

Spring! 

 

Spring is the season of new beginnings. People put 

away their winter coats and enjoy warmer weather. 

With a little luck, our temperate spring will last 

more than a few weeks before summer kicks in. 

Many flowers and trees are blooming. Baby birds 

and rabbits are abundant. New life is evident. 

Spring also means to move upward or forward in a 

single quick motion or a series of motions, or to be 

resilient or elastic. This is the spring I would like us 

all to focus on. With the disappointing events at the 

legislature, the unsuccessful run of our Consensus 

Model legislation, we need to be resilient and spring 

forward. We all know from Psychology 101 that 

successive approximations often get us to our 
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desired goal. So let’s be resilient and keep springing 

forward, onward and upward.  

One reason for the failure of our legislation to pass 

is the shortage of nursing-friendly representatives in 

our legislature. We commend Senator Barto for her 

strong support and we should let her know how 

much we appreciate all she did for our cause. We 

did a good job of rallying together in support and 

letting our legislators know our position but we 

need, now, to go a step further: We need nurses in 

office.   

I challenge everyone to become more politically 

active. Start in your own backyard and get to know 

your precinct, whichever political persuasion you 

are. It starts with a grassroots effort. Just see what 

Bernie Sanders has been able to accomplish! 

Sometimes we need a little push and 

encouragement. Sometimes just the right 

information. I am spearheading an effort to get 

nurses in the legislature. Look for information about 

upcoming seminars to learn how YOU can be 

involved.  

Let us not seek the Republican 

answer or the Democratic 

answer, but the right answer. Let 

us not seek to fix the blame for the 

past. Let us accept our own 

responsibility for the future. 

     

  John F. Kennedy 

So, let’s all take responsibility for our future and 

become involved starting today. 

Best Wishes for a Happy Spring, 

Dale Ann Dorsey, WHNP 

President, Arizona Nurse Practitioner Council 

 

 

You may contact the President by emailing: 

AZNPCPresident@gmail.com 

 

 Current Events 

Check out our website! The Arizona Nurse 

Practitioner Council website contains information on 

current events, CE opportunities, and other resources.  

https://arizonanp.enpnetwork.com Click on the link 

and check it out!  

 

Scope of Practice Questions? 
Janeen Dahn PhD, FNP-C 

DISCLAIMER: The opinions offered in this column 

are solely that of the author and are in no way meant 

to represent those opinions of the Board of Nursing.  

All scope of practice questions should be sent to the 

Board of Nursing for official comment. 

 

 

Question: Can I quit my job at the end of the day or 

is that considered patient abandonment?  

Answer:  You are required to provide reasonable 

notice to the supervisor before severing the nurse-

patient relationship, so that arrangements can be 

made for continuation of care by others. 

Terminating the nurse-patient relationship without 

adequate & reasonable notice constitutes patient 

abandonment. The term “patient abandonment” 

should be differentiated from the term “employment 

abandonment”, which becomes a matter of the 

employer-employee relationship and is not within 

the jurisdiction of the Board of Nursing. 

Patient abandonment occurs when the nurse accepts 

a patient assignment.  (For NPs, this may be 

interpreted as your schedule of patients for the day) 

and then the nurse DISENGAGES the nurse-patient 

relationship without giving reasonable notice and 

report to the qualified person (e.g. physician, other 

appropriate provider) so that arrangements can be 

made for continuation of nursing care. 

If a provider quits while patients are still scheduled 

to see the provider that day, this may constitute 

abandonment.  If you finish a day’s work and then 

mailto:AZNPCPresident@gmail.com
https://arizonanp.enpnetwork.com/
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quit at the end of the day, this may be bad practice, 

but does not constitute abandonment (NOTE: 

INSURANCES may require 30 days notice to be 

eligible for credentialing). For additional 

information regarding patient abandonment, please 

refer to the advisory Opinion on Abandonment of 

Patients by clicking here. 

Reference 

Arizona State Board of Nursing. (2012).  Advisory 

Opinion. Abandonment of patients. Retrieved from: 

http://azbn.gov/media/1005/ao-abandonment-of-

patients.pdf  

For this and other Advisory Opinions you can go to 

the Arizona State Board of Nursing website and 

clicking on the “Resources” tab. 

 

 

 

Legislative Report 
Legislative Chairperson:  
Denise Link, PhD, WHNP-BC, FAAN, 

FAANP  

Governmental Affairs Officer, Arizona 

Nurses Association 

AZNPCLegislative@gmail.com 

 

 
April 2016 Legislative Report  

SB 1473, the APRN Consensus Model Legislation 

bill, was heard in the Senate Health Committee as 

scheduled on February 10, 2016. Nurses and 

supporters turned out in record numbers to the 

hearing, wrote thousands of letters, and signed on to 

the Arizona Legislature “Request To Speak” system 

in support of the bill. In spite of the overwhelming 

show of support, expert testimony from hospital 

administrators from critical access hospitals, 

physicians, and lobbyists, the majority of the 

committee members continued to appear to be 

opposed to the bill. Uncertain of the ability to 

secure the required votes to pass out of committee, 

the Chair and bill sponsor, Sen. Nancy Barto, held 

the bill and did not call for a vote, pending further 

discussions with stakeholders. After many hours of 

meetings with key legislators and negotiations with 

the Arizona Medical Association (ArMA), a 

significantly smaller version of the original bill was 

re-introduced in the Senate Health Committee on 

March 16 as HB 2236, a “strike everything” 

amendment. The amended version passed the 

Senate Health Committee, however, before it could 

be sent to the full Senate for a vote, the bill was 

pulled from the agenda due to some concerns 

expressed by the Board of Nursing. Since their 

support would be necessary to complete the Rules 

for enacting the legislation, it was imperative that 

the Board was in agreement before moving forward. 

Stakeholders – AzNA, AzANA, ArMA, legislators, 

and lobbyists - agreed to meet over the summer 

about the remaining issues of importance to 

increase access to care for patients and for Arizona 

to qualify to participate in an APRN Multistate 

Licensure Compact in preparation for re-

introduction of one or more bills in the 2017 

legislative session. 

The AzNA Public Policy Committee, with APRN 

members, reviewed over 50 bills before the deadline 

for introducing bills in both houses closed. The 

committee will continue to monitor the bills that are 

still active and moving through the legislative 

process, until sine die is declared; that is expected to 

occur sometime in April. Thanks to Mary Griffith 

for keeping the Nurses’ List of Bills up to date and 

available to AzNA members and other interested 

parties, as well as her reports in the AzNA 

newsletter on the progress of selected bills. Thank 

you to Rory Hays for her time spent on the original 

SB 1473 and its amended version and SB 1273 

Controlled Substances Prescription Monitoring 

Program. Ms.Hays provided a strong and influential 

presence in discussions that resulted in significant 

http://azbn.gov/media/1005/ao-abandonment-of-patients.pdf
mailto:AZNPCLegislative@gmail.com
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improvements in the bills, including NP –friendly 

language. 

AANP District 9 Leadership Meeting – 

Albuquerque, NM, February 6, 2016. All in 

attendance provided updates on policy activities in 

their state and what is planned. California is 

experiencing an exceptional amount of resistance to 

their proposal for full practice authority yet they 

vow to continue to press on. Nevada has 

experienced a significant increase in the number of 

NPs moving into their state since the passage of 

their full practice authority bill in 2014. Melanie 

Logue, AZ AANP state rep, and Denise Link 

provided the attendees with an update on our APRN 

Consensus Model bill and the CSPMP bill. The 

afternoon was devoted to discussion of 

reimbursement issues that everyone is working on. 

The discussion was led by Tay Kopanos and Ken 

Miller. Tay provided many ideas and strategies that 

have been working in other states to gain access to 

provider panels and increased reimbursement, 

including those without full practice authority. It 

was suggested AANP develop a training program 

for groups that want to engage in negotiations with 

insurers and other strategies for reimbursement in 

their states or regions. The meeting ended with a 

request from Tay for all NPs that are 

experiencing any type of reimbursement, 

empanelment, or ordering problems to please 

send a message with the details to 

msra@AANP.org or to her email at 

tkopanos@aanp.org  

Federal Legislation and Policy There are a 

number of important federal bills of interest to our 

patients and APRNs that AANP and ANA are 

actively involved in advocacy efforts. Among these 

are the efforts to get sponsors for the latest version 

of the Home Health certifying bill and full practice 

authority for APRNs in the VA system. The full list 

of bills and talking points are available on the 

AANP website www.aanp.org -> Advocacy Center. 

Non-members can access the bills, talking points, 

and legislative email contact system. The Home 

Health Planning and Improvement Act S. 

578/H.R. 1342 is gaining in sponsors and more are 

needed in the Senate and House.  Neither of our 

senators (McCain and Flake) are co-sponsors. The 

system automatically recognizes the federal 

legislators who are not yet co-sponsors of bills and 

asks them to sign on. Those that are already co-

sponsors are sent a thank you letter. Reps. Gallego, 

Kirkpatrick, Grijalva, and Sinema are all co-

sponsors. Mc Sally, Gosar, Schweikert, Franks, and 

Salmon are not yet signed on. If your 

representative has not signed, please send letters 

and ask your colleagues, friends, and family to 

write. If your representative has signed, please 

send them a thank you. Neither McCain nor Flake 

have signed on to the following bills: Frontlines to 

Lifelines Act of 2015 (S. 297) would authorize NPs 

to practice to their full scope throughout the VA 

system; ACO Assignment Improvement Act of 

2015 (S. 2259) would allow the assignment of NP 

patients to Medicare Shared Savings ACOs.  

AzNPC members were represented at the following 

meetings: Arizona Health Improvement 

Plan/Maternal Child Health Workgroup (4 

meetings); AARP Removing Barriers to Practice & 

Care Monthly Call; Macy Project Interdisciplinary 

Health Policy workshop; AANP Region 9 

Leadership Meeting, Albuquerque, NM. 

Treasurer 

Treasurer: Doug Sutton  

 You may contact the Treasurer by emailing: 

AZNPCTreasurer@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

Have financial questions? You may contact the 

Treasurer by emailing: 

AZNPCTreasurer@gmail.com 

mailto:msra@AANP.org
mailto:tkopanos@aanp.org
http://www.aanp.org/
mailto:AZNPCTreasurer@gmail.com
mailto:AZNPCTreasurer@gmail.com
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Public Relations 

Public Relations 

Chairperson: Katie Wall, 

MSN, FNP-C  

 

Public Relations has been busy the last few months 

continuing to work the legislative chairperson and 

the APRN Coalition to keep all nurse practitioners 

and advanced practice nurses up to date on the latest 

updates for the legislation on the Consensus Model. 

Updates have been on the website, arizonanp.com, 

and through email from AZNA and CAZNAP list-

serve. The website is also a useful tool for staying up 

to date on membership criteria for the membership 

chairperson. The newsletter is also posted on the 

website for the secretary. Conference updates are 

posted on the website for the vice president. The 

website is used to announce any special updates from 

the president. The website is also used to help collect 

donations for the silent auction which is held to raise 

funds for the scholarships offered throughout the 

year. The silent auction is managed by the public 

relations chairperson.  

The annual silent auction continues to be a success at 

the conference every year. We have had various 

items from scarves, purses, jewelry, quilts, artwork, 

household items such as vases, hotel room packages, 

gift certificates, museum passes, books, homemade 

arts, crafts and tools, childhood toys, free CME 

registrations, etc.. Other items such as vacation 

packages (time shares), electronics (iPads or smart 

phones), gift baskets, medical equipment, medical 

memorabilia can be used for a raffle. It is a great way 

to find a new item for family and friends or a great 

way to get a head start on Christmas shopping.  

The Arizona Nurse Practitioner Council uses the 

profits from the silent auction to continue offering 

scholarships throughout the year 

(https://arizonanp.enpnetwork.com/page/3439-

scholarship-information). The AZNPC will be 

having another auction at the upcoming 

conference in July 2016. We will have a silent 

auction and a raffle again.  

If you or your company would like to donate an 

item, please contact PR Chairperson, Katie Wall, 

at AZNPCPublicRelations@gmail.com. As a 

reminder, these items are not eligible for tax 

deduction since the organization is a 501(c)(6).  

 

Advertising for local events can be done on the 

website for $100 or in the newsletter for $100. More 

information on advertising can be 

at https://arizonanp.enpnetwork.com/page/12251-

applications. Our AZNPC t-shirts are still available 

for purchase 

at https://arizonanp.enpnetwork.com/page/12261-t-

shirts. All payments for t-shirts and advertisements 

are paid to the treasurer via Paypal.  

The educational coordinator team is looking for 

new regional coordinators throughout the greater 

Phoenix area and the state. If you are interested in 

participating, please contact PR Chairperson, Katie 

Wall, at AZNPCPublicRelations@gmail.com. 

The website also offers the ability for employers to 

post positions or office space 

at https://arizonanp.enpnetwork.com/nurse-

practitioner-jobs/post. The costs are payable to the 

ENP network and not the AZNPC.  

You may contact the Public Relations Chairperson 

by emailing: AZNPCPublicRelations@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://arizonanp.com/
https://arizonanp.enpnetwork.com/page/3439-scholarship-information
https://arizonanp.enpnetwork.com/page/3439-scholarship-information
https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&tf=1&to=AZNPCPublicRelations@gmail.com
https://arizonanp.enpnetwork.com/page/12251-applications
https://arizonanp.enpnetwork.com/page/12251-applications
https://arizonanp.enpnetwork.com/page/12261-t-shirts
https://arizonanp.enpnetwork.com/page/12261-t-shirts
https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&tf=1&to=AZNPCPublicRelations@gmail.com
https://arizonanp.enpnetwork.com/nurse-practitioner-jobs/post
https://arizonanp.enpnetwork.com/nurse-practitioner-jobs/post
mailto:AZNPCPublicRelations@gmail.com
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AZNPC Chapter 9 Quarterly 

Meetings  

Upcoming AZNPC Chapter 9 Quarterly 

Teleconferences: 

 April 30, 2016, 10am-12pm 

 July 30th, 2016 (at the Symposium)     

Register for these meetings by going to the website 

or clicking on the following link: 

https://www.enpnetwork.com/nurse-practitioner-events/55941-arizona-nurse-

practitioner-quarterly-meeting - https://www.enpnetwork.com/nurse-

practitioner-events/55941-arizona-nurse-practitioner-quarterly-meeting 

 

 

Membership Information 

Membership Chairperson: 

Shelley Vaughn, MSN,  

FNP-C  

  

 

 

Our current membership as of February 25th was 

498! This is an increase of over 130 members from 

our membership of 368 last September! Perhaps the 

recent legislation has caused more NPs in Arizona 

to become involved in their state organization in the 

last few months. We are here to serve and support 

YOU, and to advocate for legislation to improve 

and forward our profession.  

 

Thank you for your membership!  

 

You may contact the Membership Chairperson by 

emailing: AZNPCMembership1@gmail.com 

 
 

 

2016 Southwestern Regional NP 

Symposium 
Vice President: Bessie Burk, FNP 

Scottsdale, AZ  

Saturday, July 30, 2016 at 8:00am MT –  

Sunday, July 31, 2016 at 1:00pm MT 

  

Chaparral Suites Scottsdale  

5001 North Scottsdale Road  

Scottsdale, AZ 85250 

  

Speaker

(s) 

Keynote Speaker:  

AANP President, Cindy Cooke 

Informa

tion 

The Southwest Regional NP Conference 

is an educational meeting and exposition 

for nurse practitioners across the 

continuum of health care.  

 

The conference will be held in Scottsdale 

in 2016 to allow for more attendees, 

exhibitors and breakout sessions! 

 

To view the entire list of breakout 

session and workshop topics, please visit 

http://www.aznurse.org/events/Sessions.

aspx?id=700947 

 

Registration Fees:  

Registration opens in early spring 

Early Bird Fees Until July 15 

 AzNA Members $225 

 Non-Members $325 

 Students $175 

 

Hotel Rooms 
Chaparral Suites is an all suite hotel. 

Complimentary full American breakfast 

and an evening reception are included. 

There are no resort, porterage or 

housekeeping fees. Suite rates are $109 

per night for single and double 

occupancy. Call 1-800-528-1456 and 

refer to Arizona Nurses Association to 

https://www.enpnetwork.com/nurse-practitioner-events/55941-arizona-nurse-practitioner-quarterly-meeting#https://www.enpnetwork.com/nurse-practitioner-events/55941-arizona-nurse-practitioner-quarterly-meeting
https://www.enpnetwork.com/nurse-practitioner-events/55941-arizona-nurse-practitioner-quarterly-meeting#https://www.enpnetwork.com/nurse-practitioner-events/55941-arizona-nurse-practitioner-quarterly-meeting
https://www.enpnetwork.com/nurse-practitioner-events/55941-arizona-nurse-practitioner-quarterly-meeting#https://www.enpnetwork.com/nurse-practitioner-events/55941-arizona-nurse-practitioner-quarterly-meeting
mailto:AZNPCMembership1@gmail.com
http://www.aznurse.org/events/Sessions.aspx?id=700947
http://www.aznurse.org/events/Sessions.aspx?id=700947
tel:1-800-528-1456
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secure this special group rate. The cut-

off date is July 8, 2016. 

  

Continuing Education: 

 The SW Regional Nurse 

Practitioner Symposium provides 

up to 8.25 nursing continuing 

education contact hours. 

Pharmacy contact hours are also 

available and have been 

calculated, see sessions for the 

number available. 

 The Western Multi-State 

Division is accredited as a 

provider of continuing nursing 

education by the American 

Nurses Credentialing Center 

(ANCC)Commission on 

Accreditation. 

 Conference Goal: To review and 

update current concepts in 

clinical and practice management 

for advanced practice nurses 

 Target audience: Advanced 

practice nurses and advanced 

practice nursing students 

 Participants must attend the 

entire event to receive contact 

hours. A CE certificate will be 

electronically generated after an 

online conference evaluation is 

completed. 

 

The meeting rooms are all in one area 

so no 'outside' walking will be 

involved, 100% air conditioning! 

  

 You may contact the Vice President at 

AZNPCVicePresident@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

What is the relationship between ANA, 

AzNA, and AZNPC?  

And where do AANP and CAZNAP fit into 

this? 
The ANA (American Nurses Association), AzNA 

(Arizona Nurses Association) and AZNPC (Arizona 

Nurse Practitioner Council) are all related. ANA is 

the national association, AzNA is Arizona’s branch 

of the national organization, and AZNPC is the 

Nurse Practitioner chapter of AzNA (Chapter 9).  

AANP (American Association of Nurse 

Practitioners) is the national NP association which 

advocates for NPs. AANP is not affiliated with 

ANA. AZNPC as an organization is a member 

(basically a group affiliate) of AANP, but 

membership in AZNPC does not also give you 

membership in AANP. 

When you join ANA, you are placed in a primary 

chapter based on where you live (Arizona). If you 

choose to select AZNPC as a special interest 

chapter, then AZNPC receives a small stipend of 

the membership fee, which we put to use with 

coordinating educational and legislative needs for 

NPs. If you are interested in membership there is a 

PowerPoint tutorial on how to fill out the 

application appropriately which can be found 

underneath the membership section on 

ArizonaNP.com. 

CAZNAP (Coalition of Arizona Nurses in 

Advanced Practice) is a group email (listserv) that 

was started by Erich Widemark many years ago as a 

forum where NPs in AZ could communicate with 

each other. For membership in CAZNAP please 

email Erich Widemark at ewidemark@earthlink.net

mailto:AZNPCVicePresident@gmail.com
http://www.arizonanp.com/
mailto:ewidemark@earthlink.net

