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 President’s Corner 
Dale Ann Dorsey, AZNPC President 
AZNPCPresident@gmail.com 
 

President’s message 
 
At the AANP conference this 
summer there were many great 

presentations and much to learn and consider. Doris 
Kearns, a noted historian, offered a timely presentation 
on the attributes that make a great president. By 
looking back on the lives of Abraham Lincoln and 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt she identified three of these 
traits.  The first to consider is the ability to motivate 
oneself in the face of adversity. Second, to learn from 
mistakes. And third, controlling emotions. These are 
important things to consider during the upcoming 
election as you evaluate who you would like to be your 
elected representatives. 
 
Cindy Cooke, DNP, FNP-C, FAANP, the AANP 
president, reported that more and more health care and 
professional organizations have reached out to 
participate with AANP to address important patient 
issues.  In addition to pursuing issues that affect 
reimbursement, AANP is strengthening its advocacy 
for legislation allowing NPs to practice to the fullest of 
their training. We also had the opportunity to hear 
Cindy at our Annual Symposium in July. 
 
I enjoyed the opportunity to meet and speak with many 
of you at the Regional Break-out Session. It was such a 
positive occasion to meet with members from all over 
the State.  Hearing your stories first-hand helps bring 
home the issues many of us face. Let’s keep the 
communication line open. Don’t hesitate to let the 
Board know how we can better serve you. 
 
Our 2016 symposium was a great success. I hope 
everyone enjoyed the Scottsdale venue this year. 
Bessie Burk and her committee worked hard all year to bring us such a worthwhile educational event. This 
coming year the Symposium again will be in Scottsdale. I hope to see you all there. Please show your support 
for this Premiere local event. Bessie will leaving the Board this year. Her commitment and contribution to the 
organization during her time on the executive committee is greatly appreciated. We are happy that she will 
continue to be our State Representative to the AANP. 
 
We are gearing up for the next Arizona legislative session. This year we will again be putting forward 
legislation to remove the collaboration phrase from the nurse practice act, although as our own bill.  The 
CRNA’s will be presenting another sunrise application to introduce their own legislation to regain their 
prescriptive authority and remove the supervisory requirement. To prevail in this legislative session, we will 
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need the involvement of all APRNs in actively promoting both bills.  Please see the legislative update by Denise 
Link. This will be her last report as the Legislative Chair. She has been an integral part of the Board for many 
years. Her work to keep us informed on health policy issues has been exceptional. She has worked to advance 
pro NP legislation and will continue to represent us as the AzNA Governmental Affairs Officer.  
 
Another Board member whose term is up is our Public Relations Chair, Katie Wall. Her hard work has kept us 
well informed on current events by keeping up the website and sending out email notices. The silent auction 
was a success due to her organizational efforts. She may be leaving the Executive Board but don’t expect her to 
fade away. We are grateful to have her volunteer to work on several of our committees. Thank You Katie. 
 
Enjoy the cool weather that is approaching and while you are considering how you will vote in November, 
consider the candidates endorsed by the AzNA, including Mary Harden, RN who is a candidate for the 
Maricopa County Health Care District Board of Directors. We should support the candidates that support our 
patients and nurses. 
 
Dale Ann Dorsey, WHNP 
President, Arizona Nurse Practitioner Council 
 
You may contact the President by emailing: AZNPCPresident@gmail.com 
 
 

CALL FOR CONTENT! 

Do you have something to share with your NP community? The Practitioner is published quarterly in January, 

April, July, and October.  Send your articles, letters, or other announcements to AZNPCSecretary@gmail.com 

 

 Vice President News:  

We are pleased to announce the results of this year’s Arizona Nurse Practitioner Council election: 

Vice President: Angie Golden 

Secretary: Gloriajean Nelson 

Legislative Chair: Paula Christianson-Silva 

PR Chair: Amy George 

Congratulations to all of you, and welcome! 

Bessie Burk, FNP 
AZNPCVicePresident@gmail.com 

  
 You may contact the Vice President at AZNPCVicePresident@gmail.com 
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ANNOUNCEMENT: Leadership Program Applications!!! 

The Duke/Johnson & Johnson Nurse Leadership Program is accepting applications for the 2017-2018 Fellows 

cohort. This year long, hybrid online and onsite program provides training and mentoring in leadership and best 

practice in business for current and aspiring healthcare leaders. The website for more information is 

https://duke-jjnurseleadership.duhs.duke.edu/  

 
 

 AzNPC NP Week Event Grant: 
Sponsored by: Arizona Nurse Practitioner Council, Chapter 9 of AZNA. 

National Nurse Practitioner Week, established by the American Association of Nurse Practitioners, occurs 
November 13-19, 2016 this year. As a part of your Arizona Nurse Practitioner Chapter 9 membership benefits, 
the Arizona Nurse Practitioner Council has appropriated $2,000 in funds to be used for patient or NP oriented 
activities during National Nurse Practitioner Week. These events, activities or programs must focus on 
showcasing or promoting Nurse Practitioners. Consideration will be given to events that have the greatest 
impact on promoting awareness of Nurse Practitioner practice, NP service in the community or education of 
NPs. Other innovative ideas will also be considered by the selection committee. Grants will be awarded at a 
maximum of $1,000 per event. 
 
This grant funding is available in lieu of pharmaceutical or other third party support, and is not available for 
events co-sponsored by pharmaceutical companies. 
 
Completed applications should be sent to: 
AzNPC Membership Chair, Shelley Vaughn, DNP, FNP-BC 
email: aznpcmembership1@gmail.com 
Due Date: October 28, 2016 

You will be notified by November 1, 2016 

Funding maximum is $1,000 per event 

 

AZNPC Chapter 9 Quarterly Meetings  
Upcoming 2016 AZNPC Chapter 9 Quarterly Teleconference: 

 October 22nd, 2016 10am-Noon 

Register for these meetings by going to the website! 
https://arizonanp.enpnetwork.com/ 
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 Current Events 
Check out our website! The Arizona Nurse Practitioner Council website contains information on current events, 

CE opportunities, and other resources.  https://arizonanp.enpnetwork.com Click on the link and check it out!  

 
Southern Arizona Stroke Conference: 
There is a special offer for Arizona NPs or student NPs.  The Southern Arizona Stroke Conference is offering 2 
days for the price of 1 for a very limited time.  If you register for 1 day at $100.00, the 2nd day of the conference 
is free.  Just comment ‘2 for 1 deal’ anywhere on the registration form.  That’s a total of 14 CME for only 
$100.00 at one of the best Stroke Conferences that you will attend!  We hope you will join us. For more 
information, go to www.tucsonstrokeleadershipgroup.com 
 
 
 

Legislative Report 
Legislative Chairperson:  
Denise Link, PhD, WHNP-BC, FAAN, FAANP  
Governmental Affairs Officer, Arizona Nurses Association 
AZNPCLegislative@gmail.com 
 

APRN Coalition for Consensus Model Legislation – Denise Link, NP and Randy 
Quinn, CRNA are the co-chairs for this group. The CRNAs have submitted their 
updated Sunrise Report in preparation for the Sunrise Hearings, that will take place later 
this fall. The requests are the same; restoration of the word “prescribe” and removal of 

the “presence and supervision” language in their scope of practice statute. They are planning a meeting with the 
medical society to take place before the Sunrise Hearing to discuss the issues and try to come to some kind of 
understanding. They will also be meeting with members of the Sunrise Committee prior to the meeting to gain 
support for their proposal so that it will pass out of that committee and on to consideration by the legislature in 
2017. NPs and CNMs will not be appearing before the Sunrise Hearing Committee (not seeking a scope of 
practice change) so they have been working on preparations for introduction of a bill to remove the 
“collaboration” language from the Powers and Duties of the Board laws and create a separate scope of practice 
definition for the CNMs. The CNMs authorities will remain the same as they are currently, but they would no 
longer be classified as “sub-specialty nurse practitioners”.  Lobbyists Rory Hays and Kathy Busby are vetting 
the proposed language for the NPs and CNMs among stakeholders and potential sponsors for the bill. The CNS 
group has opted to use the upcoming legislative session to hone their proposal for the changes they would like 
to have approved for their advanced practice role and to garner support among the newly elected legislators for 
a future legislative proposal. The APRN group is counting on all Arizona APRNs to join together in a show of 
solidarity and strong support for these various initiatives. Our groups will be submitting separate bills this 
session, but we need all of the same and more of the energy and involvement that we had last year. Regardless 
of the outcome, we did make an impression on the legislature and the public; we need to build on that 
momentum and keep our collective foot on the accelerator. Any APRN who would like to receive notices of the 
APRN Coalition meetings and activities should contact Co-chair Randy Quinn at randyquinnaz@gmail.com  to 
be added to the email list.  
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Welcome to Kathy Busby, JD – As our lobbyist Rory Hays prepares to retire, Kathy Busby has been retained 
by the AzNA board to share the advocacy work for our organization at the Capitol and will move into the role 
of lobbyist for AzNA once Rory is retired. Kathy is a seasoned attorney and health care lobbyist who has earned 
a favorable reputation for her work among the legislators and community stakeholders. She served two terms as 
a Public Member of the Arizona Board of Nursing (BON), co-chaired the BON Advanced Practice Committee, 
and represented the BON at meetings of the National Council of State Boards of Nursing. Kathy closely 
followed the proceedings for our APRN bill in 2016 and demonstrated that she has a thorough understanding 
and appreciation of issues in healthcare and nursing.  
 
AzNA Public Policy Committee (PPC) – The PPC has received and is reviewing proposed legislation that will 
be presented to the Sunrise Committee before the end of 2016. There are seven groups in addition to our 
CRNAs who have submitted documents for consideration by the committee for changes in their scopes of 
practice. The PPC members will submit their feedback on the proposals to our lobbyists and AzNA leadership 
to inform the position that AzNA will take.  AzNA members that want to take a more active role in the 
legislative and policy processes are welcome to join the PPC. Please contact Denise Link, AzNA Governmental 
Affairs Officer and PPC chair at deniseg.link@gmail.com  
 
Lobby Day, 2017 – the date for the 2017 Lobby Day has been set for February 9, 2016 at the Capitol. Please 
save the date, watch for announcements for registration, and plan to attend. The registration fee  
will again be $20 so a very low cost for a lot of impact. If the outcome of the November general election is the 
same as in the past, approximately 1/3 of the legislators will be new. We need to have every returning and new 
legislator visited by APRNs from their district to educate them about the need for access to health care and how 
APRNs are educated to safely and competently meet that need.  
 
You can contact the Legislative Chair at AZNPCLegislative@gmail.com 
 
 

Scope of Practice 
 

Question:  Is it within the scope of practice for a Nurse Practitioner to prescribe medication off-label?   

Answer: It is within the Scope of Practice for a registered nurse practitioner (RNP) with prescribing privileges, 

to prescribe or recommend a prescription drug off-label, device and/or therapeutics based upon the RNP 

incorporation of knowledge derived from the RNP’s advanced education, evidence-based research, and/or 

established practice standards within a RNP’s area of expertise (https://www.azbn.gov/media/1061/ao-off-label-

prescribing-drugs-devices-and-therapeutics.pdf). 

 
For this and other Advisory Opinions you can go to the Arizona State Board of Nursing website and clicking on 
the “Resources” tab. 
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Scope of Practice Questions? 

Did you know the Arizona State Board of Nursing has a Scope of Practice question email? 

ScopeofPractice@azbn.gov is available to anyone who has a question about the Scope of Practice for Certified 

Nursing Assistants, Licensed Practical Nurses, Registered Nurses, and Advanced Practice Nurses.  

 
 

Treasurer 
Interim Treasurer: Karen Holder, FNP-BC, CNM, FAANP 
AZNPCTreasurer@gmail.com 
 

October 2016 Treasurer update:  

 As fall approaches, change happens.  Doug Sutton, your elected treasurer gave notice of resignation in August 
due to other responsibilities and I have been appointed as interim treasurer.  We continue to strive for 
transparency and accountability as your Executive Team.  Every two years we develop initiatives to focus our 
resources and our goals, which are to advance NPs in Arizona through a variety of activities.  We work to 
represent you at “tables” that are pertinent to: you and your work, our profession as a whole, the patients we 
serve and our colleagues and stake holders.  Much of this work is volunteered by your EXEC officers, but there 
are costs involved as well.  This past year we have spent many hours and resources advocating for a level 
playing field for all APRNs and we continue to do so through legislation, education of our stakeholders & 
colleagues and through feedback from you. 

Here is an overview of where your membership money goes: 
-Lobbyist/ legislative fees 
-Conference calls and leadership meetings 
-Marketing and membership promotion 
-Scholarships & grants to advance education and support innovative work NPs are doing in Arizona 

Each quarter we hold membership meetings, and I invite you each to join in on these calls.  We review 
Initiatives, goals, budget details and engage in feedback from you our members.  For more detail regarding our 
budget, visit our website or come to one of our membership meetings. 

Respectfully, Karen Holder, FNP-BC, CNM, FAANP, Interim Treasurer 

Have financial questions? You may contact the Treasurer by emailing: AZNPCTreasurer@gmail.com 
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Membership Information 
Membership Chairperson: Shelley Vaughn, DNP, FNP-BC 
AZNPCMembership1@gmail.com  
 
Current membership is 611. Please consider sharing with your colleagues the importance 
of active membership and how vital it is for us to show a cohesive group in the legislation 
that affects our professional practice. Look through your contacts and try to discuss with 
your fellow NP’s if he/she is not a member. 

  
We want to highlight and thank our long-term members: 
 
25 Years: 
 
Karen Holder 
Tyke Hanisch 
Tracey Karshner 
David Briant 
Karyn Gotthardt 
Janet Callahan 
Therese Henn 
Deidre Mountjoy 
Marsha Ashurst 
Steven Thompson 
Debra Claycomb 
Linda Treloar 
 

24 - 20 Years: 
 
Barbara Wiles 
Ida Heath 
Sheryl Shantz 
P. Jost 
Tracy Kind 
Debra Gonzales 
Margaret Sobczak 
Gretchen Schaber 
Karen Grady 
Mary Brown 
Susan Brown 
Colleen Speidell 
Kimberly Vana  
Lois Henderson 
 

 
 
Ann Guthery 
Ellen Cavanaugh 
Joyce Benjamin 
Kristin Stump 
Mary Kelley 
Carol Chavez 
Nancy Johnson 
Allen Prettyman 
Margaret Devries 
Deborah Price 
Carol Moffett 
Kathyrne Barnoski 
Imogene Bell 
Marianne McCarthy 
 

 
 
Sheryl Allred 
Cynthia Scott 
Deeann Gerken 
Lois Schwartz 
Patricia Hastings 
Judith Berg 
Susan Collins 
Shelley Dooley 
Nicolette Estrada 
Patricia Shannon 
Mary Tharalson 
Jacqueline Viquesney 
Patricia Johnson 
Judith Celik 
 

Thank you all for your membership!  
 
You may contact the Membership Chairperson by emailing: AZNPCMembership1@gmail.com 
 
 

Award Winners: 

Robin Schaeffer, MSN, RN, CAE, Executive Director of the Arizona Nurses Association and co-leader of the 

Arizona Action Coalition was named recipient of the Legend of Nursing Award on August 27th by the Arizona 

Chapter of the March of Dimes at their 13th Annual Nurse of the Year Awards! For more information, see 

http://campaignforaction.org/arizona-leader-receives-legend-in-nursing-award/ 
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Carol Stevens, PhD, RN, President of AzNA, was awarded the West Regional Gem Award for Excellence in 

Education and Mentorship on August 19th from NURSE.com! As a regional GEM awardee, Carol will be 

included among other GEM regional awardees to be reviewed for national recognition.  

 

Denise G. Link, PhD, NP, FAAN, FAANP, AzNA Director of Governmental Affairs and Chapter 9 
Legislative Chair, was honored as a winner of the 2016 Inspirations in Women’s Health Award at the 19th 
Annual Nurse Practitioners in Women’s Health (NPWH) National Conference on September 28 in New 
Orleans, Louisiana. The Inspirations award recognizes nurse practitioners who go above and beyond their 
responsibilities to increase awareness about women's reproductive and sexual health issues. Dr. Link was 
recognized for her work in health policy.  

 

Public Relations 
Public Relations Chairperson: Katie Wall, MSN, FNP-C  
AZNPCPublicRelations@gmail.com 
 
I write this submission with much gratitude as my term comes to an end. I have served two 
terms and have helped to grow the public relations in a new direction.  
 

In June 2012, Lisa Dugan transferred Chapter 9 website to the ENP network. The basic ENP website for 
beginners included the following areas of content:  Home, News & Announcements, Upcoming Events, 
Career Center, Members and Followers, Provider and Preceptor Directory, Bylaws and Meeting Minutes, 
Strategic Initiatives, About AZNPC Council, About Us, Membership / Join Today, and Contact Us. I have 
updated the website over the years to include several new areas. There is a photo gallery. In the About 
AZNPC section, I added “Past AZNPC Leadership” dating back to 1989. In the Membership section, I added 
step-by-step instructions on how to join Chapter 9. Previously before the ANA changed the membership 
process, Christine Downey had created a step-by-step PowerPoint and Education. I have also helped to reach 
out to outlying areas outside of greater metro Phoenix to allow NP’s opportunities to network with Regional 
Educational Coordinators. Reaching out to Ahpy Yuma, The Southern Arizona Advanced Practice Nurse - 
Nurse Practitioner Society, Northern AZ Provider Group, AZ Chapter of National Association of Pediatric 
Nurse Practitioners, The Independent Nurse Practitioner Consortium, and the CRNAs, CNSs, CNMs 
organizations has enhanced education. The Scholarships / Grant Information was added with the recipient's 
dating back to 2011. An advertisement section with applications for outside vendors and companies to post 
events or news on the website or in the newsletter for $100 fee was created. I added the AZNPC Store where 
purchases t-shirts and polo’s for $20 each.  The Practitioner has kept up to date since 2011 with quarterly 
newsletters. Lisa Dugan started a videos section but I have since added new videos.  A FAQ’s was started 
when questions that are common are asked of the AZNPC.  There is a Links of Interest section with various 
subtitles including AANP, AHRQ Comparative Effectiveness Research, Call to Action, Coalition of Arizona 
Nurses in Advanced Practice, Consensus Model Resources and important timeline from last legislative 
session, Joining Forces / Veteran's and Active Duty Nurse Practitioners, Honor Flight Arizona and an articles 
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section. The AANP sections includes a Timeline of Prior and Current Arizona State Representatives to the 
AANP dating back to 1987 and Fellows in the American Association of Nurse Practitioners from Arizona 
dating back to 2000. The articles section includes the Press Room with links to AANP for media updates and 
Position Statements & Papers with links to AANP. The Call to Action for Legislation includes links with How 
to sign in to Support APRNs Legislature System, State Legislation Tracking Center, AZNA The Nurses List 
and finding your representatives. Finding your representatives includes links to Arizona's Official Website, 
Arizona State Legislature, and Arizona House of Representatives, Find a Senator or Representative inn your 
district of Arizona and United States House of Representatives. I have also started the annual silent auction in 
2013 at the Symposium to assist with scholarships and grants throughout the year. The current fundraiser is 
the First Cookbook for which funds raised will be used to assist with legislation and operating funds for the 
organization. I have done a lot of work over these two terms but I do not mind since I enjoy serving my nurse 
practitioner and advanced practice community. Thank you for allowing me to help grow this organization.  
 

You may contact the Public Relations Chairperson by emailing: AZNPCPublicRelations@gmail.com 
 


